
Gentle Giants: BLACK & WHITE RHINOs 
at Mount Etjo Safari Lodge 

SUBSPECIES GENUS NAME CONSERVATION STATUS HABITAT 
BLACK RHINO SUBSPECIES       

Southern black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis bicornis once the most abundant species, extinct since 1850 South Africa, South of Namibia 

North-eastern black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis brucii extinct since early 20th century Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia 

Chobe black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis chobiensis nearly extinct Chobe Valley Angola, Northern Namibia, Northern Botswana 

Uganda black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis ladoensis unclear, perhaps Kenyan reserves South Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, South Ethiopia 

Western black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis longipes extinct since 2011 South Sudan, CAR, Southern Chad, Cameroon, Nigeria 

Eastern black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis michaeli only Tanzania South Sudan, Ethiopia, Tanzania 

South-central black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis minor most widely distributed species KwaZulu-Natal South Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, reintroduced in Malawi, Botswana and Zambia 

South-western black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis occidentalis restricted to wildlife reserves in Namibia Namibia, Angola 

WHITE RHINO SUBSPECIES       

Southern white rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum simum Estimated number in the wild: 17480 (16255 in South Africa) Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, South Africa 

Northern White rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum cottoni 7 left in captivity San Diego Zoo 

BLACK & WHITE RHINO FACTS   

  BLACK RHINO WHITE RHINO 

Shoulder height 132-180 cm (52-71 in) 1.7-1.85 m (5 ft 7-6 ft) 

Length 2.8-3.8 m (9.2-12 ft) 3.7-4 m (12-13 ft) 

Tail 60 cm (24 in) 70 cm (28 in) 

Weight 800-2800 kg (1800-6300 lb) 1700-2300 kg (3700-5100 lb) 

Horn 50-140 cm (20-55 in) 90-150 cm (35-59 in) 

Nutrition herbivorous browser: leafy plants, branches, shoots, 
thorny wood bushes 

herbivorous grazer: grasses, preferring shorter grains 

Dung Dung is trampled  Well-defined piles, territorial markings 

Water can survive 5 days without water can survive 5 days without water 

Habitat bushland, savanna savannah, grass plains 

Gestation The gestation period is 15-16 months. Mother and 
calf stay together for 2-3 years, female calves may 
stay longer. 

Gestation period is 16-18 months, the calf is weaned at 2 months 
but may continue suckling for 12 months. The current calf will be 
chased away by the mother before the next one is born. 

Mating behavior Sexual maturity is reached from 5 to 7 years. Adults 
are solitary and usually only come together for 
mating, births tend to be towards the end of the rainy 
season.  

Sexual maturity is reached 6-7 years for females and at 10-12 
years for males. Courtship is extensive and breeding pairs stay 
together 5-20 days. 

Behavior Although solitary, females are more sociable and may 
form small groups. Black rhinos are known to be 
aggressive and have a high combat mortality rate. 

Herds up to 14 animals, mostly females, males are solitary and 
territorial. The white rhinoceros is larger than the black 
rhinoceros, and known to be less aggressive. 

Running speed 56 kmph (35 mph) 50 kmph (31 mph) 

Life expectancy 35 to 50 years 40 to 50 years 

 
WHITE RHINO - SPECIES NAME 
 
A popular theory of the origins of the name "white rhinoceros" is a mistranslation 
from Dutch to English. The English word "white" is said to have been derived by 
mistranslation of the Dutch word "wijd", which means "wide" in English. The word "wide" 
refers to the width of the rhinoceros' mouth. So early English-speaking settlers in South 
Africa misinterpreted the "wijd" for "white" and the rhino with the wide mouth ended up 
being called the white rhino and the other one, with the narrow pointed mouth, was called 
the Black Rhinoceros.  
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Conservationists at heart, family Oelofse has over the years 
raised several black & white rhino, which were all released 
back into the wild at Okonjati reserve. 

Ombepo and Annette Oelofse  

 
BLACK RHINO CONSERVATION 
 
The black rhino was once an abundant species in sub-Saharan Africa, 
with an estimated 700 000 individuals roaming the savannas in the 
1970s. But uncontrolled poaching lead to a drastic reduction in black 
rhino numbers, which dropped to a critical 2000 individuals in 1994. 
Tremendous conservation efforts were set in place, such that today, 
about 4800 members of this species are alive in the wild. Yet, the Black 
Rhino is classified as a critically endangered species, with only isolated 
populations in Kenya, South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 
 
The biggest population of Black Rhino resides in Namibia, with about 
700 individuals in the Etosha Park. In 1994, the Namibian government 
initiated the “Namibian Rhino Breeding Project”, which foresaw the 
translocation of several black rhinos to selected private game farmers 
across the country. The involvement of enthusiastic and committed local 
farmers as “custodians” resulted in the increase of black rhinos by 1500 
individuals over the past 20 years.   
 
The Okonjati Game reserve is a leading example for the success of this 
project. Jan, Annette and Alex Oelofse have actively promoted the 
survival of this species by hand-raising several individuals and releasing 
them back into the wild. When only a few thousand members of a 
species are alive, the survival of a single individual is an invaluable 
contribution to conservation. The story of Nossi, the first black rhino 
that was raised by family Oelofse, provides living evidence. 

 
 
 
Nossi was brought to Okonjati after an unfortunate capture operation at 
Etosha National Park. A pregnant female black rhino was captured, and, 
after stressfully giving birth in captivity, aborted the helpless calf. 
Annette Oelofse immediately recognized the great privilege of having 
been given the responsibility for such a valuable life. Only a couple of 
days old, dehydrated, under-nourished and stressed, the state vet 
declared that the female calf, now known as “Nossi”, had a 10% chance 
of survival. 
 
Yet, thanks in particular to Annette, for her boundless compassion and 
care, for intuitively figuring out the very specific needs of such a rare 
species, for spending hours and hours nurturing and building an 
incomprehensible friendship between man and beast, Nossi is alive 
today. Nossi has already contributed significantly to the survival of her 
species by freely roaming the area, encountering other black rhinos, and 
having given birth to four calves, with a fifth (and plenty more) on its 
way. Annette and Nossi remain best of friends, with Nossi proudly 
introducing her offspring to her on a regular basis. 
 
After nursing Nossi, raising other young and helpless black and white 
rhinos was a less difficult task for family Oelofse. Today, about 20 white 
and 20 black rhinos roam the Okonjati Game Reserve, with their 
numbers steadily increasing every year. 
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WHITE RHINO CONSERVATION 
 
The current population of the Southern White Rhino (over 20 000 individuals) is the long-
term result of a tremendous conservation effort in the 1960s, known as ‘Operation Rhino’. 
With less than 100 individuals left world-wide, the Rhino Capture Unit in the Hluhluwe-
iMfolozi Park (South Africa) set about to develop methods to capture and strategically 
translocate the remaining individuals such to promote their breeding. At first, rhinos were 
captured with rope and manpower only, but this strategy was dangerous to both man and 
rhino. The development of the powerful opiate Etorphine, or commonly known as M99, 
under Dr Tony Harthoorn was key to sedating and safely capturing white rhinos. 
 
The park became famous for being the site where many breakthrough developments in 
conservation history took place. Jan Oelofse, the late founder and owner of Okonjati Game 
Reserve and Mount Etjo Safari Lodge, developed a mass capture technique for wild Game. 
The “Oelofse Method”, as it is called, involves the use of helicopters and a funnel made of 
retractable plastic curtains to efficiently and safely capture hundreds of animals in one go. 
The development of this technique revolutionized conservation efforts around the world. 
The foundation for the trade in wild animals was set, greatly promoting the tourism and 
hunting industry particularly in Namibia and South Africa. 
 
Sadly, the White Rhino is again under threat.  Falsely believed to be a miracle cure for 
various ailments, rhino horn is of considerable value on the Asian black market, leading to a 
poaching epidemic in South Africa. Since 2008 about 1500 rhinos have been massacred for 
their horns. By creating public awareness and by increasing protection in South African 
nature reserves it is hoped that this majestic species may again be saved. 
 

Enjoy viewing Black & White Rhino at Mount Etjo Safari Lodge!  
22 September 

Take part in our 
Game Drives & 
Exclusive Rhino 
Tracking experience! 


